
The 

Rule of 

Law



What is the Rule of Law?

The rule of law is one of the ways 

in which a society can be governed 



When the Rule of Law exists:

➢The government is not controlled by 
one person or group aligned with one 
person

➢The government’s power is limited to 
protect individual freedoms



The Effect of the Rule of Law

Laws apply equally to everyone and 

govern the conduct of all people, 

entities, and institutions in society

But what does that mean?



Imagine a World Without Rules or Laws



Historic Methods of Governing

➢ Tribal Elders

➢ Warlords

➢ Military Leaders

➢ Landowners (Feudalism)

➢ Families (Monarchy)

➢ Religious Leaders 

(Theocracy)

➢ Elite individuals, families, 

groups (Oligarchy)

➢ Dictators

Rule of Man



The Rule of Man

➢ There may be laws

➢ But one person (or a select 
group) decides when and to 
whom they apply 

➢ The ruler IS the law and is not 
accountable to anyone



Rule of Man             Rule of Law

How did we 

transition from 

the rule of man to 

the rule of law?



Our Constitution creates but 
limits our government and vests 

power in the people



What are the key attributes 
of a society governed by 

the rule of law?



Societies Governed by the Rule of Law

➢Separation of Powers

➢Checks and Balances

➢Citizen Participation

➢Laws Apply to Everyone

➢Limits on Governmental 
Power

➢Protection of Freedom



Separation of Powers

Legislative

Executive Judicial

PDF version of 'The Supreme Court of the United States: Highest Court in the Land'

http://usinfo.state.gov/journals/itdhr/0405/ijde/pdf.htm


Checks and Balances

Each branch of government 
provides a check on the 

other



Citizen Participation

Free Speech and Assembly

The Right to Petition the 
Government

Voting

Ballot Initiatives

Service as Jurors



The Law Applies to Everyone



Limits on Governmental Power &
Protection of Freedoms

➢Equal Justice Under Law
➢Due Process of Law
➢Fair and Impartial Courts
➢Individual Liberties and Freedoms



Equal Justice Under Law Requires:

➢ Age
➢ Sex
➢ Sexual 

Orientation
➢ Race
➢ Religion
➢ Wealth
➢ Fame
➢ Power

Equal Treatment Regardless of:



Due Process of Law

The Due Process Clauses of the Constitution limit 
the government’s power to take a person’s life, 

liberty, or property



Due Process of Law Requires:

➢Notice of Charges

➢A Full and Fair 
Opportunity to Be Heard

➢The Right to a Fair and 
Impartial Tribunal



Fair and Impartial Courts

➢Impartial judges

➢Impartial juries

➢Applying the law

➢The right to appeal



Individual Liberties 
➢ Can’t be arrested for no reason

➢ Can’t be searched for no reason

➢ Can’t be forced to incriminate 
oneself

➢ Right to a public trial

➢ Right to counsel

➢ Right to confront witnesses

➢ Right to proof of guilt beyond a 
reasonable doubt



Fundamental Freedoms

➢ Speech, Press, Assembly

➢ Religion (& No Religion Imposed by the 
Government)

➢ Thought, Conscience, and Belief

➢ Expression, Opinion, and Association

➢ Family and Household

➢ Work and Enterprise

➢ Movement and Residence

➢ Participation in Government



Equal
Justice

Applying the 
Rule of Law

Equally to All

Fair & Impartial Courts



Our 
Courts

Serving Colorado
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